The visual status of diabetics on renal replacement therapy (RRT).
The visual status of 48 patients with end-stage diabetic nephropathy who were undergoing treatment either by dialysis or transplantation was assessed. At the time of starting dialysis, the vision was good in 27 (56 per cent), impaired in 7 (15 per cent) and of navigating standard only in 12 (25 per cent) while the remaining 2 (4 per cent) had no useful vision. During the time on dialysis and/or following transplantation, vision improved in 6 patients (12 per cent), deteriorated in 9 (19 per cent) and remained unchanged in 33 (69 per cent). Changes in the degree of retinopathy in the 96 eyes resulting either from treatment of the renal failure or laser therapy were noted. The reasons for any changes in vision and the effect of ophthalmic treatment will be discussed.